
 
 

Amateur or Professional:  The History of Ontario Winemaking 
 

Considering the word 'amateur' in Ontario winemaking from the industry's beginnings in the 1860's to 

the present. 

 

 

Presented by  Jim Warren 
 

Language teacher in Hamilton1965-1997.   

Started Stoney Ridge Cellars in 1985 after AWO membership since early 1970's.   

Ontario winemaker of the year 1997 and Tony Aspler Cuvee ward of Excellence in 2007.   

Helped to initiate the Winemaking and Viticulture Technician program at Niagara College in 2000 and taught 

there until 2006 as Winemaking professor and winemaker and to 2010 as teacher of history of Ontario 

winemaking.   

In retirement I have published 2 books on this history - When Concord was King and Wonderful Ontario wine.  I 

established my own consulting business after selling Stoney Ridge in 1998 and have helped start over a dozen 

wineries in Ontario and 1 in New Brunswick. 

 

 


